
In 1240 a market charter 
was granted to the town 
allowing the holding of 
markets by Richard, Earl 
of  Cornwall (brother of 
Henry III).

1240

Liskeard (Cornish:  Lyskerrys) was one

of the 17 Antiqua maneria of the Duchy

of Cornwall. The Antiqua maneria (ancient 

manors) were the original 17 manor belonging 

to the Earldom of Cornwall and the manors 

varied greatly in size and importance.

of Liskeard Cattle Market
HistoryThe

A view of Market Street (c. 1969) taken from 

the bottom of Castle Hill, looking along the 

length of Market Street to the junction of Pike 

Street and Fore  Street, showing site of 

Medieval market.    

The Cattle Market on 

the Parade , 1905

In 1307 Liskeard was 
granted Stannary town 
status and became one 
of the principal towns in 
Cornwall, partly due to 
its royal connections 
and the success of its 
markets and fairs.

Due to the Charters the market 
also increased in importance 
during this period.

The site of the market at this 
time is likely to have been in 
Market Street and in the triangle 
between Market Street, Church 
Street and Well Lane.

Liskeard grew substantially in the later post 
medieval period (after 1600) and transformed into 
an industrial, commercial and shopping centre.

As the streets became increasingly congested, a new 
site was needed for the  market.  By the mid Eighteenth 
Century it had moved to the flat area of land to the 
North of Pike Street now known as the Parade.   

There were twice weekly markets in the new spacious 
market area. 

Due to the growth of mining in South 
East Cornwall in particular the hugely 
successful copper mine at South 
Caradon on Bodmin Moor and local 
lead mines around Menheniot and 
Herodsfoot the population of 
Liskeard had grown enormously.   

Standeth on rocky hills and
is the best market town at 
this day in Cornwall, saving 
Bodmin. In this town the 
market is kept on Monday.

Liskeard’s
population
was booming!

The Parade Market

The best market
town in Cornwall

At the end of the Sixteenth Century despite
visitors recording the town was in decline,

the market was
still thriving 

The last market was
held on the Parade
on 10th July 1905

Although the mining boom was over 
by the end of the Nineteenth 
Century, other industries ensured 
the town continued to prosper.  
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1530 1600 1800

In his 1530 report to 
Henry VIII, John Leland, 
the antiquary, described 
Liskeard as:

By the 1860’s the medieval market 
place was covered with commercial 
premises and the market continued 
to thrive on the Parade. 

The Cattle Market

Bell was rung to start 

the market on the 

Parade. (Now in 

Liskeard Museum).    



The increased traffic and congestion on the Parade meant the decision 
was made to move the market to a site in the gardens of the old 

Trehawke House, which had been demolished in the early 1900’s. 
The former Natwest Bank now stands on this site. 

The laying down of a permanent site for the cattle market 
removed a source of annoyance and danger from the main 

thoroughfares through the town

Trehawke House and grounds were purchased by the Corporation on 
15th September, 1903 for £2,500.  

1905

Rear view and 

gardens of Trehawke 

House, built 1703. 

The silver key 

presented to the 

Council at the 

inauguration of the 

Cattle Market.   

19391908

The New Cattle Market provided accommodation for

1100 sheep & 300 cattle
Plans were prepared by Mr John 

Sansome, Architect of Liskeard and the 

work carried out under the supervision of 

the Borough Surveyor, Mr T. McMeikan.   

Messrs J.C & C made the ironwork for the 

cattle pens and Mr J.H Davey of Liskeard 

made the iron gates and railings. 

A social event

Mr West and Mr. 

Dennis grading sheep, 

c.1946.

Market Days have for many years attracted the farming 
community of South East Cornwall to Liskeard. 

When the serious business of livestock auctions were 
completed, farmers began to enjoy each others' company
in one of the town's many public houses.   

It was reported in the

27th January 1939 issue

of the Cornish Times that the 

Bell Hotel in Church Street was...

...the favourite
hostelry of the

farmers.

Bill Kivell and

Arthur Hunting, 1960s

2015 2017

Photographs of the Cattle Market taken by 

Stephen Tolfrey at Studio Wallop in 2015. 

A busy cattle
market in 2015

Liskeard was one of the last towns in Cornwall to have a 
regular livestock market. The market ceased operating in 
2017, the site having been used for well over a century.   

The final livestock
market was held
in December 2017

On the move
The Bell Hotel c. 1975.



The Liskeard Cattle Market Digital & Creative Workspace 

Project is part-funded by the European Regional Development 

Fund. Enabling works have been supported by investment 

from the Government’s Local Growth Fund through the 

Cornwall and Isles of Scilly Local Enterprise Partnership.

September
2020

Planning Approved

Liskeard CharretteMarch
2019

March
2021

Demolition Works Complete

Demolition Works BeginDecember
2020

Winter
2022

Construction Works Complete

Construction Works BeginAutumn
2021

View looking through the Market Place.

The first phase of the delivery of the vision for the cattle market 

comprises a new creative workspace hub, a new market place, a new 

market canopy and surrounding public realm. The new workspace hub 

called “The Workshed” seeks to provide a flexible and adaptable place of 

work for a host of digital and creative businesses, making Liskeard a 

“creative magnet” for Cornwall and beyond.

Creative

market
place

hub &

creative magnet
Making Liskeard a

for Cornwall and beyond

Note: Artistic visualisations 

depicted and subject to change 

pending completion of design 

and construction works.

2019

The Liskeard Cattle Market Digital
& Creative Workspace Project 

Rethinking the

future
In December 2017 the final livestock sale was held at Liskeard Cattle Market creating 

an opportunity to rethink the future of this key area in the heart of the town.

Previous consultations have shown that there is strong community support for 

redeveloping the site and the Liskeard Neighbourhood Plan encourages the 

development of “a mix of uses that support the vitality and viability of the town centre”*

*(Cattle Market Policy TC4)

Workshed:

North Elevation

local people want to see 
outdoor community space 
for markets and events. 

Co-working space looking 

towards Market Place 

through Atrium.

View looking Down Market Approach.
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